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to the last moment. The final Serbian text, as handed
over to Grouitch for translation into French and typing,
was so full of erasures and corrections that only one who
had been working on it could decipher the sense. As he was
dictating the translation to the typist and the minutes were
flying by, the only remaining typewriter broke down, and
in the end the text was copied out in a rather shaky hand by
a secretary. It was then given to Pashitch, who started off
a little before six o'clock to deliver it in person to the
Austrian Minister.41
THE, SUBSTANCE OF THE SERBIAN* EEPLY
The Serbian reply was more conciliatory in form than in
substance. To make this clear the Austrian authorities
delayed making it public until they had time to make
comments upon it. These they published in parallel col-
umns with the Serbian reply, showing that the concessions
at many points were so guarded with limitations and con-
ditions as to be virtually worthless as guarantees of se-
curity for the future, as well as failing to be the complete
assent which they had demanded. But they were not able
to publish this annotated edition of the Serbian reply until
July 28, and it then came too late to have the effect in
Europe for which they had hoped.42 Meanwhile Serbia
had circulated her reply and the advance summary of it,
and created the good impression which she had hoped for.4a
41 Armstrong, op. tit., pp. 273-275; Mr. Armstrong gives a facsimile
of a part of the Serbian reply and of other interesting Serbian documents
connected with the July Crisis, in Current History, Oct., 1927.
42Berchtold did not inform even Germany of the Serbian reply for
more than two days. Berlin telegraphed for it in vain on July 26 (K.D.,
226), and again on July 27 (KJX, 246): "Please telegraph text of the
- Serbian reply immediately/' Finally on July 28 at 1:45 A.M. (K.D.,
280) Tschirschky telegraphed that he had urgently requested the text
of the reply, but had only just received it in printed form with the
Austrian annotations; as it was being given to the Press and was a long
document, he dispensed with sending it by telegraph,
43 Cf. BJX 114, 115, 171; KD., 271, 293,